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MEMORANDUM FOR: Secretary of Defense
SUBJECT: National Security Medal

 Om 19 Janmary 1953 President Trumsn, bgemuuve Order 10431
d t-ha National Security Medal 'bo awarded for outstanding
t?e United szstea intelidgence effort. In his ktter
3@:47 to General Walter B. Smith (copy atteched) the
ged the Director of Central Intelligence to meke awards

ot;he ¥a Security Medal and to recommend to the President such
Wﬁhtﬁwaﬂaﬁamwwhmmwfwmﬁmmm

_ Singe the Executive Order provides that the Medal be worn on the

garded to members of the Armed Services, 1t is my belief

gmant of Defense ghould establish its precedence in ree
they decorations awerded to military peraannal. The National
y Medal will, of course, be ut rarely and then only for

onajly mariwrloua service performed in a pos t.,,ion of Mgh respone

-~ gy "an act of valor reqiring personal courage of a ligh
¢ and @ ete dimregard of personal safety.” TYour cooperation in

ablishing ifs precedence in consonance with these stendards will be

ly apprecisted,
t with the Pxecutive Seeretary, National Security Council,
can‘h'al Inte nce has accepted responsibility for

for the medal, its rib‘bon, and gppurtapances, I am
md "this work can best be wundertaken by the Heraldie
0ffice of the Quartermaster Ceneral, Department of the fm csrw:f.th

reghest its asgistance in preparing sprropriate designs, aketches and models,

5X1A9a | lef this Agency will represent me in dlscussing both

of the matters memtionsd shove and is preparcd to cell upon your ropree

/s/

sentatives when convenient ‘bo JOu.
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